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Before the Pandemic, we had planned to
have a Cultural Program using the bunads I
have collected over the last 40 years. None of
them were handed down from my family, but
my first was made for me in Bergen in 1984.
I had made my first trip to Norway in
1973, with my
parents and my
brother Jonathan
Lars. We stayed and
visited with
family there. I
completely fell in
love with Norway.
After receiving
my first bunad, I
began to learn more
about the other
bunads in Norway.
The meaning of the
unique designs, the
colors and patterns.
So, first was my
Hardanger Bunad
(left) & Bergen City

Happy Birthday!

Bunad (below right, with Swedish to left). My
maternal grandfather
Lars Oliver Fransdal
came from Bergen. He
was 19 when he came
to America. He first
returned to Norway on
his Wedding trip. They
brought back a
Spinning Wheel for
my Great-grandmother
Martha.
My paternal
grandfather was from
the Hardanger region
as well as Tweedt/
Valen.
Continued on page 2
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Then I found a Finnish folk dress (right), with the pendant. My
husband and I had traveled to Finland, and observed a wedding party
each in their bunads, some were Norwegian and Swedish. Very colorful
and very proper.
I was given the wonderful gift of the Dalarma Swedish Folk
Dress (below). At that time I was totally unaware I had any Swedish in
my family. Ancestory.com informed me that I am 70% Norwegian and
22% Swedish. It was a total surprise.
Sunnnmore bunad was my next, as I was
looking for bunads from the regions of my
family. My most recent bunad came from the
Sogne Fjord, Belestrand (below right). My
maternal grandmother’s family Johanna Bertina
Stokeboe rode a horse on her 90th birthday,
that’s my goal. This bunad has a hand-woven
apron and brocade vest.
The last three are childrens bunads, Setesdal, Ost-Telemark and
Hallingdal (at bottom, left to right). I just love the beautiful
embroidery, colors and unique designs. For having taken Rosemaling,
you see the similar patterns and colors.
I hope you enjoyed the beauty of each of
these national dresses. It reminds me of what
you see at the Daughters of Norway
Convention!!!
In closing. There are many groups trying to open and start
again. But as a nurse, I must caution you, things are not as safe as they
appear. My church just notified me of someone testing positive at the
last service. Hospitals are seeing patient increases. Also, positive
testing of care givers. So please protect yourself with masks, avoid
putting yourself at risk in large or small settings. You have to protect
yourself, especially if others are not wearing masks choose not to
protect you.
Remember to see the beauty all around you. Be kind and patient
with others. Have a heart of gratitude and have faith, this too will pass.
Your Sister, Joy
Below left: Setesdal Bunad, for a child. With a Reindeer pelt and hoof.
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What am I doing while I am at home during this COVID-19 issue? Cont’d
Update from Margaret D.
I have been back in Cali since the end of April and busy
working on my genealogy and sorting through all of our
family pictures. Have actually found the towns my
Norwegian family came from, Kviteseid in Telemark and
Eggedal/Sigdal in Buskerud. Still have another line to follow
on my grandfather's side. Have gotten back to my 5th and 6th
great-grands on my Dad's side and on some of my Mother's.
I have several family pictures that I don't know them or have only
a first name. I have had success on some of the pictures by using what
I am discovering in my genealogy. Having lots of fun and feeling like
I am getting control of pictures. The pictures are a marathon and will
be an ongoing project.
I am recording the family stories I know and checking in with my
brother for his additions. It is definitely a fun journey.
And my other fun adventure has been the
family of Cooper hawks in the trees in back
of my house. Had a great time watching
them and listening to their calls. Only one
has stayed so things have quieted
down.
I went to Ikea last week found a
fun door mat (right).
Hope you and your family are
staying safe and healthy. I think
face masks are a part of our
wardrobe for a bit longer,
Margaret

Here is a photo of my new craft while working in
quarantine
Dala Horse Felt Coffee Cup Sleeves.
Miss you all.
Take Care
Christine Franke-Boulos
P.S. I'm now working on the Norwegian Flag
Coffee Cup Sleeves
33

Is Scandinavia the perfect place to live?
Book review by Lucette

In “The Almost Nearly Perfect People,” Englishman
Michael Booth looks at the characteristics, and the
geography, that define the residents of each of the
Scandinavian countries.
Booth lives in Denmark with his Danish wife and their
two sons, so he has firsthand experience of life in that
country. From there, he travels to Iceland, Norway, Finland
and Sweden, spending time in each country and talking to
professors, journalists, officials and a variety of citizens,
including Santa Claus (in Finland).
His quest was to find out if Denmark really is the
happiest place on earth, according to several surveys; the
other Nordic countries are not ranked far behind.
He writes about the mostly recent history of each
country and how the people of each are different from the
other Scandinavians, as well as what they think of each
other and their customs.
I learned a lot from this book, but it was more like a textbook than a travelogue for me, so it
took several months to read the whole thing. In the end, whether the Scandinavian Utopia is a
myth, or not, is a matter of opinion and, not wanting to offend anyone, Booth leaves that
decision up to the reader.
Joy, our president, donated this book to our lodge library. So, if anyone wants to read it, let
Suzy know and we will get it to you when restrictions are lifted.

Let us know how you are doing,
what you have been up to, what
you are working on, etc. Send a
photo, a book report, or a recipe to
share with your Sisters. We would
love to hear from everybody.
Send submissions to us at
suncette@gmail.com — any time
of the month when you think of it!
Takk,
Suzy and Lucette

Joy’s latest garden addition
—a 3-ft. gnome

