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Nordic Business Students Visit the Santa Ysabel Store
By Jokie Tolentino
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Students from the California International Business University (CIBU) in San Diego visited the
Santa Ysabel Store on March 19. The 50 students from Denmark, Norway, and Greenland are
enrolled in a program focused on innovation, design theory, and start-ups. Their visit showed them
how a non-profit such as SOHO can preserve a historic site while creating a fundraising entity.
Historic buildings are a positive economic factor for any community, and our store demonstrates
how innovative a non-profit like SOHO can be. By recycling and rehabilitating antiques and vintage
items as well as sourcing and selling quality reproduction and facsimile items and books
throughout the store, SOHO created a fundraising arm, with the focus fully on our mission. As the
Santa Ysabel Historic Site Manager, | spoke to the group on the store’s history and about SOHO's
role and presence, in city and backcountry, as a countywide organization.

If you know of a school group that could benefit from a visit to the Santa Ysabel Store, contact
SOHO at SOHOsandiego@aol.com )
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Mette Gaal, pictured in her home, recounted her experiences as a little girl growing up In Norway during the Nazi t;ccnp:i.::)n

Kevosra News o

War and remembrance

Every so often Mette Houg's mother
would hurry Mette and her older
brother, Bjorn, to the cellar of their
Oslo, Norway, apartment bullding to
wait out an air rald.

Only a then in the early days of
World War [I, Mette did not realize
what was happening. All she remem-
bers Is the darkness and the smell o

wood stacked there
But the little girl who Is today Mette
Haug Gaal, wife of Kenoshan Gregory
Guoal, grew up on stories about the war,
and she acquired some of her own
through experiences at war's end. She
told these stories to members of Hafrsf-
Jord Lodge of the Sons of Norway at a
recent meeting and also shared them
with a reporter at her home, 11425
Jhth Ave.
sal has been told that her father
»d In the Norwegian army as an
© & general
“apa up the day the Germans
Aed, April 9, 1940, the Day of In-
:ny in Norway,” she said. “They
Norweglan forces) disappeared. No-

My parents were not unique,”
says Mette Haug Gaal. “'Every good
Norwegian had a way of fighting. A
lot of teachers and high clergy were
Iimprisoned during the war.’

Hard times and wanting to survive
brought out the best in people, she
sald, but felt it was “'too bad that war
had to happen to bring out togeth-
erness. "

Gaal was old enough to remember
the visit of ““the great hero.”” British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
on Norweglan 1 e Day,
May 17, 1947; she recalls running to
meet him with her baby brother,
born that year, in his decorated

r brother Bjorn had preceded
her to the United States and joined
the U.S. Air Force when Gaal went to
California for a year's stay 28 years
ago. She met Gregory Gaal, married
him and lived for eight years in
Callfornia, where both their children

were born.
Son Christian, 26, now resides in

‘War had to happen to
bring out togetherness’

Kenosha, daughter Michelle, 21, s
attending school in Hollywood, Callf

Her parents’ generation had mixed
feelings for many years about Ger
many, says Gaal. although they vis.
ited Germany many times after the
war

Gaal's husband is of German de-
scent

““But he was an ex-Marine,” she
explained, “and my father felt the
U.S. Marine Corps was great.”

Gaal has in her possession — both
her parents are deceased and buried
in Norway — a scrapbook put togeth-
er by her mother and aunt, In it are
newspaper clippings, ration cards, a
government list of foods allowed for
baby Mette, money and stamps from
the war, wrappings from food sub-
stitutes, and other things that help
tell the story of the occupation of
Norway In World War [1. She thinks
it belongs In 8 museum and may give
it to a Norwegian museum In Deco-
rah, lowa

“They would hike or ski up the
mountains and get drops of ammunition
or weapons from E nd the
night.,” she sald. “"England was base
Also, they bullt cabins and stored things
in them ™

Gaal pointed out that the Norwegians
had an advantage In the mountaing,
from being expert skiers and knowing
the area

Sometimes German officers tried to
befriend young Norweglan girls, Gaal
sald

“If they were caught, these girls
were secretly tarred and feathered or
their heads shaved by the resistance,”
she said 2

By law, Oslo residents had to cover
their windows with dark blinds at night
because of possible alr ralds

“After the war ended, people tore
down the blinds and burned them in
fires on the streets and danced around
them,”" Gaal sald,

ige
3%;
]
g
g
I
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equir nent for them, and they
hidaen in trucks and dropped off close to
the (Swedish) border. They skiled over
the mountains.'

Adding to the danger, sald Gaal, was
the fact that the Norweglans never
kn w where the Germans would be. And
th» Germans had E
Someone must have found out about

SOMEONE
TOo KNOW

Elaine

seemed that Germans were every-
where,” Gaal said. "Assembly was
outlawed. People never talked in public
about anything. Everyone and everyday
life were affected — it affected our
whole lives."

Gaal was told about the bombing of
Oslo every night the winter of 1542,
about the roads

i

would be Instant death."
German officers even took
rooms in the apartment of

father ate it with a spoon.”
through to Gaal's mother
over mum':-ommu- in
of the and was | at

the Haug family and lived with them the
length of the war, Gaal sald

fortress on the Oslo harbor, now o

Teachers, clergy and were
ordered to join the Nazi party, known as
NS, she sald.

“‘Many students were imprisoned or
shot because they didn't want to join."

But some cooperated with the enemy
Gaal said she heard of a traitor in her
building, who joined the Germans and
became high in the military. After the
war, he was brought to trial and im-

Quisiing, whose name has become
synonymous with “traitor,” lived &
block away from the Haug home,

“It was obvious what he was doing,"

tool

r e
*‘My mother took me and my brother
10 the prison in hopes we would see him
or he could see us,' she sald

Gaal added that her father, barefoot
when caught, would have been shipped
to Germany with others captured but
was not because he was needed in
Norway as an agricultural expert. Her
father later was awarded the Nor.
weglan Medal of Freedom,

The war ended May 8, 1945, but was
really over for Norway when K
Haakon VII and his family retu
from England, where they had spent the
duration. The date was June 7, 1945,
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